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MANGER’S MUSINGS 

The Baton (or should that be Trowel) has been passed.  It was a great joy to see NigelΩs 
happy face on Robing day as he completed his 10th Ceremony and hesitantly stepped 
aside.  He, I and our wives then stepped out in London and I treated him to a last dinner 
where, as you would expect, he regaled the three of us with stories of what was plainly a 
very enjoyable part of his life.    
 
And so you now have me, for better for worse etc.  I hope that my limited interaction 
with a large number of you over the past 2 months has shown that I have the desire and 
drive to successfully be your Clerk.  Alongside dealing with Committee meetings, Robing 
and a multitude of PHL issues I have been quietly building my Clerk network and have 
every confidence that I have used the handover time wisely and am more than 
ready.  However there is only one way to find out and everyone learns through            
mistakes.  I am therefore very happy for you to let me know as I stray, but I would ask 
that you recognise that I am my own man and will make the job my own.  Some 
ΨmistakesΩ my just be my way of doing things! 
 
I am already working hard with the Master to 
identify times and places that we can meet, 
you will see in this edition of the newsletter 
the calling for a Gin night, which if successful 
will be followed by other similar events until 
we get to a point when we can once again 
meet in the Hall.  Rest assured my very highest 
priority is to re-open the Hall, not just for the 
Livery but as an ongoing concern.   
 
Thank you for your support as I picked up the Trowel.   
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Lƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǝƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΣ ǿŜ tƭŀƛǎǘŜǊŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ōƻƻǎǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ wƻōƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŜƴǘ 
ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ WǳƭȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ нл ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ [ƛǾŜǊȅ IŀƭƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ōȅ ½ƻƻƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƭŜǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ /ƭŜǊƪ 9ƳŜǊƛǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ /ƭŜǊƪ ƘŀŘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ 
ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ wǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀŎŎƻƳπ
ǇƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ  
 
L ŎŀƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ Iŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǝƳƛǎǝŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ΨŘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ !ǳŘƛǘ /ƻǳǊǘ aŜŜǝƴƎΣ /ƻƳƳƻƴ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƻōƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻπ
ƴȅΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ Ψ²Ŝ /ŀƴ 5ƻΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊƭȅ ƭƻǾŜΦ  

 
L ƘŀŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ {ǇŜŜŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ wƻōƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻōƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ [ƛǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŀǊȅΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŜŎƘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ǎŜǘǎ 
ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 
ƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘΣ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǝƭƭ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ 
ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ  
 
 
¢ƘŜ wƻōƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ [ŜƎŀŎȅΣ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ /ƻƴǝƴǳƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΦ ! 
ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ tƭŀƛǎǘŜǊŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǳƛŘŜ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ƴŜǿ [ƛǾŜǊȅƳŜƴΣ CǊŜŜƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇǊŜƴǝŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŜǊƎƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǳǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ƛǘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻŶŎŜΤ ŦƻǊ 
ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛǘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǘƘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛǘ ŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƛǘŜ ǳǎΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ ƻŦ ΨǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΩ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜƭȅ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻǊǘ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƭŜǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ tI[ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳπ
ōŜǊǎ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǝƳŜΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ 
ŀƴŘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
/ƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ Ƴȅ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŎŀƳŜ ǳƴπ
ŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ Ψ! /ŀƭƭ ǘƻ !ǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ /ŀƭƭ ǘƻ !ƭƳǎΩΦ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ .ŀƴƴŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
ƻŦ ŀ ¸ƻǳƴƎ [ƛǾŜǊȅ DǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳō-ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ǾŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ 
!ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎΦ  
 

¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ {ǇŜŜŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ όŎƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŜŎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ) ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΦ ! /ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝǾŜ wƻōƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ L 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴ Ƴȅ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅΦ ²ŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ 
ƛƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ рлǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ {ǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ tƭŀƛǎǘŜǊŜǊǎΩ IŀƭƭΦ                
 
²Ŝ CŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ hǇǝƳƛǎƳ  

 

PLAISTERERS FACE THE FUTURE WITH OPTIMISM—Robing 2020                                                                  
THE MASTER—Margaret Coates  

https://plaistererslivery.co.uk/news/public/margaret-coates-my-year-as-master-2020-21/
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Plaisterers all, 
 

As Angela and I drove home on Tuesday night we had so many things to 
recall from the past 10 years but especially my last day as your Clerk. I 
know that you will all have appreciated the efforts made by your new 
Clerk to achieve a Robing Ceremony that lived up to the name and did 
justice to the new officers and the three Apprentices who took their Free-
dom oaths. It was an historic and memorable event. 
 

It is a great privilege to become Clerk Emeritus alongside Hilary and we 
are both looking forward to being able to reminisce together, whilst keep-
ing a careful eye on the new boy! My superb scroll will grace the wall at 
home and I will wear my badge with pride. 
 
After the Ceremony the Deputy Master presented me with a most generous cheque from you 
all. Angela joins me in sending you all our sincere thanks. It will be placed in the Travel Fund and 
will be spent wisely in due course. 
 

As I said in Common Hall it has been a wonderful 10 years and I look forward to enjoying many 
more with you all but without the cares of office. 
 

With best wishes to you all, 
 

Nigel 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CLERK EMERITUS 

I LONG TO SEE………      Article from L/M Louise Laprun 

In June, I joined over 400 former members of the National Youth Choir 
of Great Britain from around the world to take part in a remote record-
ing of the beautiful Indigenous American folk song {ƘŜƴŀƴŘƻŀƘΣ ar-
ranged by James Erb - a piece which many generations of NYCGB sing-
ers have performed over the years. 
The video recording was released on 17th June, with the official audio 

track due for release on 7th August 2020. 

Watch on YouTube: https://youtu.be/8mwgDFWXLvs 
 
 

The choir, made up of alumni from across NYCGBΩs 37-year history, includes doctors, 
nurses, teachers and business people, as well as professional musicians from VOCES8 
and Apollo5 (whom we support through our charitable giving), Stile Antico, The Swin-
gles, BBC Singers, The Sixteen, Tenebrae, Gabrieli Consort, Monteverdi Choir and 
Glyndebourne, English National Opera, Scottish Opera and Royal Opera House Chorus-
es.  
We all came together from as far afield as America, Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong 
and Germany to record our individual parts from our homes, virtually conducted by 
alumnus Will Dawes and signed by Paul Whittaker OBE. 
Charlotte Brosnan, former member of Apollo5, said: 
 

ά²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŀƭǳƳƴƛ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ !ƭǳƳƴƛ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǝƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎπ
ǝƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƛǘŜǎ ǳǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǳƳƴƛ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƴǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǿƘƻ Ǌŀƴ ǎŜŎǝƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎΣ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǳǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǎƛŘŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ пллҌ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŘƻΗέ 
 

It was heart-warming that so many of my friends and colleagues from the choral music 

world felt motivated to take part, and itΩs a fantastic example of how people can be 

united and empowered through singing together. 

Oh Shenandoô, 
I long to see you, 
And hear your rolling river. 
Oh Shenandoô, 
I long to see you, 
óWay, weôre bound away 
Across the wide Missouri. 
 
I long to see  
your smiling valley, 
And hear your rolling river. 
I long to see  
your smiling valley, 
óWay, weôre bound away 
Across the wide Missouri. 
 
'Tis sevôn long years 
since last I see you, 
And hear your rolling river. 
'Tis sevôn long years 
since last I see you, 
óWay, weôre bound away 
Across the wide Missouri. 

https://youtu.be/8mwgDFWXLvs
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It was a complete delight to conclude the five online events with a specialist talk about a unique  historic house by an 
esteemed historic plastering academic – Dr Claire Gapper. 

 
Her subject was the Elizabethan edifice, Eastgate House Rochester.  Lately refurbished to become a 
shrine to local lad Charles Dickens, it started life in the 1580s – one of the oldest domestic buildings 
in Rochester. Indeed Dickens would have known it as a young man brought up in the Medway and he 
referred to the house in two of his books, The Pickwick Papers (as Westgate) and the NunΩs House in 
The Mystery of Edwin Drood.  
 

The House was the home of Peter Buck and his family from 1580 – мсутΦ There-
after it was variously a free school and girlsΩ boarding school, a young menΩs hostel 
and a library and museum. Along the way it was extended with some elements 
that seem to have been transferred from local buildings such as the Red Lion Inn in 
Frindsbury – all adding to a delightful hotchpot of  architecture and most im-
portantly plasterwork. The house was enlarged over a long period and there is no 
coherent overall plan. Just as well we had Claire with her eighty five PowerPoint 
slides to guide us around. 

 
There were two especially lovely and original plaster ceilings on the ground and 
second floors of the first phase of the  building. How do we know that they are 
original – in part due to the fact that the lines in the decoration are wavy and so 
hinting at hand work in situ – skilled and idiosyncratic.  Claire helped those of us 
unfamiliar with the technique used to create this plaster and outlined the basic 
method and materials that the skilled but unknown craftsmen of the time used 
and are still largely used today  for similar work or repairs. 
 

Claire showed photos of and described the numerous he-
raldic signs around he house and the plasterwork – with 
fleurs-de-lys, in different versions and floral designs with 
pinks and acorns. To say nothing of the grotesques where 
the  plasterer seems to have revelled in this kind of deco-
ration. Writhing sea monsters, a merman with a cutlass 
and a depiction of a merman and mermaid, who were dis-
proportionately large for the small ceiling they occupy. 
Many animals were depicted – lions and  deer. The works 
were mainly created freehand as this would have been 
cheaper than creating wooden moulds that a more luxuri-
ous house might have boasted.   
 
The talk sparked many interesting questions. I was concerned as to whether there are the skills today that could be 
used to create such ceilings – but Claire assured me that craftsmen like Philip Gaches (one of our new freemen) are well 
able to work in this way. The only issue is around the likely overdemand for such skills if the prospective work at the 
Palace of Westminster and Buckingham Palace place a huge premium on such skills all at the same time. It is good to 
recall the rich history of plastering and the connection with  our current craft today 
 
A video of the event is available online— https://plaistererslivery.co.uk/news/public/gypsars-daubers-event-5-claire-gapper/ 

 
 
Alderman Alison Gowman 
Deputy Master  

https://plaistererslivery.co.uk/news/public/gypsars-daubers-event-5-claire-gapper/
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Thursday 17th September 

As it seems likely that we will be unable to use our Hall for September and probably into 
October the Master thought it would be lovely to get together (virtually) and have a little 
tipple! I have been speaking with the experts from MG&G who will deliver a box full of 
some first- class gins to your door and weΩll link up online and enjoy an interactive and fun 
evening of gin in all its glory. They will guide us through the contents of our box and will 
share the secrets of our favourite spirit and its rise to popularity.  The Box will contain a 
number of Gins and some tonic water.  Having spoken to the company it is clear that a box 
is enough for two people although it is strongly suggested that you bring more tonic for 
the night (and provide your own ice!)  
 
WhatΩs included:  

¶ A Madam Geneva & Gent MicroBarBox delivered directly to your door in advance of 
the gin experience (most likely to include 50ml Sipsmith Dry Gin, 50ml City of London Dis-
tillery Old Tom Gin, 50ml City of London Christopher Wren Gin, 50ml Edinburgh Gin, 50ml 
Bramley & Gage Dry Vermouth, 2x 150ml Premium Indian Tonic Water).  We strongly sug-
gest you purchase some extra tonic for the tasting.  Brands are subject to change due to 
disruption throughout the pandemic.    
 

¶ ΨThe Distilled History of GinΩ - an interactive and engaging talk on the story, influence  
         and culture of gin 

¶ A journey through the highs and lows of LondonΩs gin-drinking past and present.  Some  
        members may well be able to talk about their own highs (no lows please)! 

¶ A ΨHow-To-Taste-GinΩ tutorial 

¶ A Mix-Your-Own Gin Martini Masterclass 
 
This link takes you to the website so you can gain a bit more of a feel for the even-
ing.  https://madamgenevaandgent.co.uk/virtual-gin-tasting-experiences 
The Cost of the evening is £40.  This includes the box and delivery and the event itself.  A 
box is enough for two.  The Master would be very grateful if you would consider adding a 
small amount to your payment that she could divert into her Charity – The ChildrenΩs Soci-
ety and their work in Newham.   
 
I will be working on a strict first come-first served basis.  If you would like to attend, 
please email me at: gmanger@plaistererslivery.co.uk.  Subject Gin Tasting.   
I will need to know a confirmed address you would like the Gin sent to.  Other halves, chil-
dren (18+), extended family and pets are welcome.   
 
I will require a response if you would like to take part no later than 1 September 2020 and 
then payment by BACs no later than 4 September.  Do not pay yet.  Once I have the con-
firmed numbers I will contact you and set out the payment method.   
 
If the event becomes oversubscribed we will endeavour to host a second event.   
I do look forward to hearing from you.  Please respond early as I will place you in date time 
order of acceptance! 

https://madamgenevaandgent.co.uk/virtual-gin-tasting-experiences
mailto:gmanger@plaistererslivery.co.uk
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The final months of the Master, Alison GowmanΩs tenure have proved 
to be very different to what was expectedΧΦhowever she has contin-
ued to engage and represent the Company at a number of events. The 
MasterΩs Diary has included:  
 

¶ 2019 intake of Freemen and Liverymen online chat 30th June 

¶ City Giving Day 2 July Breakfast (virtual) with the Lord Mayor 

¶ Gypsars and Daubers online 2nd July Ann Wright VOCES 8 Founda-
tion 

¶ City of London Freedom  for Joshua Oates 3 July (now a Liveryman of the Company) 

¶ W/Co of Educators lecture 7 July online The Geography of 10 Downing Street 

¶ Lecture by Jack Brown on his new book and layout and architecture of 10 Downing St 

¶ W/Co of Water Conservators lecture 8 July online ά5ƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέ 

¶ Talk by South West Water 

¶ W/Co of Drapers online concert 16 July live from Drapers Hall 
 

We wish the Master well as she now assumes the mantle of Deputy Master. 

THE MASTER’S DIARY 

VIRTUAL EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 
Following on from the very successful virtual evenings over the last few months, the Master is keen that you join her for her 
άHappy Hourέ once we get into September.  With lockdown easing slightly it was thought that August should be left for you to 
fill with your own events but in September there will be two events. 
 

On 3rd (Thu) the Master will introduce us to her Charity ΨThe ChildrenΩs SocietyΩΦ  We will be joined by Nicola who is a Dis-
rupting Exploitation Worker.  She will be able to explain her work and give us an idea of how any funds we might raise could 
be used in this important area of Child protection.  Full details will be sent out prior to the evening, including the Zoom log-on 
codes.   
 

On 17th (Thu) there will be a Gin Tasting event. Full details are in this News Letter.  Please sign up (email the Clerk) early to 
avoid disappointment.   
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